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1 1-15-2008 12:19 UPDATE 1-(REUTERS) Syria’s wheat harvest I the balance after frost – Frost and drought have hit
Syria’s wheat crop but conditions could improve before the harvest, officials say on Tuesday.

Week 2 - Summary

1. Drought conditions continue throughout the rainfed winter wheat and barley regions of
northern Iraq. Irrigated crop in the central provinces are looking fair
and show the most significant green-up; however, PRT reports for At’Tamin 
have stated that drought conditions have heavily impacted irrigated regions as well.
The same agrometeorological conditions affecting Iraq are also impacting agriculture in
neighboring Syria1.

2. Vegetation maps were produced using high resolution Quickbird imagery
collected over AOI’s 7, 8, 10, &11 and were used to compare the degree of green-up between
the months of November and December (Figure 1 – 4). The sample areas span major
cropland in the provinces of Arbiland and As Sulaymaniyah. All maps show decreases
in cropland cover, with some decrease being attributed to a late summer crop harvest; however, 
managed fields throughout the sample areas show little to no sign of crop emergence.

Figure 3, representing AOI #10 in As Sulaymaniyah, also shows signs of limited rainfall with
significant decreases in the water levels of the river systems. However, there are signs of
slight green-up in cropland parcels that may represent signs of emergence, which also applies
to Figure 4,AOI #11. These areas will be observed carefully using the moderate resolution
AWiFSP6 imagery, along with further high resolution image acquisitions inMarch2008.

3. The currentAWiFSP6 NDVI composite as of January 11,2008 continues to show the majority
of healthy, green cropland in irrigated provinces. Rainfed provinces reveal
only a sparse signature of cropland cover (Figure 5). Crop area statistics will be provided as
the season progresses.
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Figure 1a. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in

Arbil province, November 6
th

, 2007

Figure 1b. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in Arbil
province, January 15th, 2008.
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Figure 2a. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in Arbil province, November6
th

, 2008 (AOI #8)

Figure 2b. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in

Arbil province, January 15
th

, 2008 (AOI #8)
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Figure 3a. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in As Sulaymaniyah

province, November 17
th

, 2008 (AOI #10)

Figure 3b. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in As Sulaymaniyah
province, January 15th, 2008 (AOI #10). The southeast portion of the study area shows slight green-
up in cropland parcels, but vegetation remains sparse.
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Figure 4a. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in As Sulaymaniyah province,
November 4th, 2008 (AOI #11).

Figure 4b. Map displaying areas of cropland and healthy green vegetation in As Sulaymaniyah province,
January 15th, 2008 (AOI #11). The entire study aera shows slight green-up in cropland parcels, but
vegetation remains sparse.
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